《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments – 2 Chronicles》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-17
2 Chronicles 1:1. And Solomon. The books of Chronicles are both one in the original, but the Latin church has thought proper to divide them into two; ending the first with David’s reign, and beginning the second with Solomon’s. The contents of the first ten or twelve chapters have been anticipated in the first book of Kings, and therefore few remarks will be required here.

2 Chronicles 1:14. Solomon had a thousand and four hundred chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen. Each chariot contained a fighting captain, a powerful man on his left to support him, and one or two behind, to cut their way through the enemy. Solomon maintained a powerful standing army, to keep his allies in subjection, for he would not leave his country defenceless, while surrounding nations were in arms; yet he is called a prince of peace. While France boasts of a million of men in arms, England should not sleep.

2 Chronicles 1:17. A horse for a hundred and fifty shekels. The shekel found in Italy weighed half an ounce of silver, value about half a crown. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-18
2 Chronicles 2:1. A house. The word temple among the Jews, gradually obtained from the Gentiles. The Egyptians were the first that built temples; the Greeks and the Tyrians followed, as they rose to wealth and science. It was therefore wise in Solomon to employ the Tyrian artificers which now excelled the Egyptians. The hundred and fifty three thousand six hundred workmen engaged in this national enterprise did each a little, and did it well.

2 Chronicles 2:8. Algum-trees. Hebrew, berosh, which is thought to be a species of cedar not fragrant. Jerome, following the Greeks, wrote arceuthina, or the juniper tree.

2 Chronicles 2:13. Of Huram my father’s. Josephus explains this, by calling the king Huram, and the artist Uram. According to 1 Kings 7:13-14, the name of this celebrated workman was Hiram of Tyre, but descended from the tribe of Naphtali. Mr. Whiston, an Arian, makes much ado about the variation in the orthography of Hebrew names in this book, and evidently with a view to lower the credit of revelation. The fact is, Ezra found them differently spelled in holy books, which must be the case where names are written from oral enunciation. We lay too much blame on transcribers. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-17
2 Chronicles 3:1. Mount Moriah, or the land of vision; the place which the rabbins generally allow to be the same where Abraham offered up his son Isaac.

2 Chronicles 3:2. Began to build. See the chronology at the end of Ruth, and 2 Kings 6:1. According to archbishop Usher the temple was finished in November, and exactly a thousand years before the birth of Christ. This differs eleven or twelve years from the chronology of our bibles, and of Royamont’s chronology. The temple was finished in seven years and a half: this was expeditious. York minster was built during the session of four archbishops.

2 Chronicles 3:4. The height was a hundred and twenty cubits. The LXX, and most of the ancient versions, read twenty cubits. 1 Kings 6:2.

2 Chronicles 3:6. Gold of Parvaim. Leaves richly gilt, for overlaying the inner walls of the house; and as we find no patriarch of the name of Parvaim, it may mean highly-coloured gold, receiving a superior tint from the matrices in which it was formed.

2 Chronicles 3:13. They stood on their feet. Parkhurst, from whomsoever he took his plate of the cherubim, committed an obvious mistake, for he makes the cherub to stand on one foot, and the head to consist of four living creatures. See Ezekiel 1:10. Revelation 4:6.

2 Chronicles 3:17. He reared up the pillars, Jachin and Boaz, names importing stability and strength. They gave a grand and imposing aspect at the entrance of the temple. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-22
2 Chronicles 4:1. An altar of brass, twenty cubits in length and breadth, and ten cubits high, which was ascended, not by steps, Exodus 20:26, but by a sort of inclined plane; a very magnificent and most instructive altar, where sin was confessed, and typically expiated.

2 Chronicles 4:3. Similitude of oxen—ten in a cubit. This is a strange translation. The sense of the original appears to be, “a wreath of the ox-eye,” a species of grape or plum of a large size and dark colour, resembling the eye of the ox, and thence named: ten plums to a cubit. There was a double wreath of the ox-eye (two rows of oxen) adorning the rim of the molten sea, and which the English version confounds with the twelve oxen, 2 Chronicles 4:4, on which it stood. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-14
2 Chronicles 5:10. Nothing in the ark save the two tables. We hear nothing now of the golden pot of manna, nor of Aaron’s rod which budded. See note on 1 Kings 8:9.

2 Chronicles 5:13. When they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals, then the temple was filled with the cloud of the divine presence, and when the prophet Iddo had invoked the Lord with sacred song, aided by the sweet notes of the minstrel, the Lord gave water to the perishing army. Music in the hands of holy men, aids the soul in its elevation to God.

2 Chronicles 5:14. The priests could not stand to minister. So Moses “was not able to enter into the tent of the congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.” Exodus 40:35. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-42
2 Chronicles 6:41. Thy saints. וחסידיךְ vakesidéka, thy merciful ones. Our Saviour describes the saints as showing mercy. Matthew 5:7. The Lord will show mercy to them again, and cause them to rejoice in his goodness by a superabundance of covenant blessings. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-22
2 Chronicles 7:3. The fire came down. This is noted in 1 Kings 8., and twice here, as in 2 Chronicles 5:13-14, to designate the holy temple as the house of God. The fire descended in answer to prayer, and in fidelity to the promise of the divine presence. Exodus 24.

2 Chronicles 7:8. Hamath; Targum, Antioch.

2 Chronicles 7:12. The Lord appeared to Solomon by night, which is noted to be the second time, to confirm and strengthen his faith. 1 Kings 9:2. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-18
2 Chronicles 8:4. Tadmor, Palmyra. 1 Kings 9:18. This city rose to be capital of a province, which sent eighty thousand men to join the Assyrian army. Its ruins exhibit a wall eleven miles in circumference.

2 Chronicles 8:11. My wife shall not dwell in the house of David—because the places are holy. The Targum calls this princess Bithiah, daughter of Pharaoh. She was a heathen, and appears to have retained her superstitions. She wanted the heart of Ruth, to say, “Thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God!” No idolatrous person, however exalted, could be suffered to dwell in the holy places. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-31
2 Chronicles 9:12. Besides that which she had brought unto the king. It cannot be understood that Solomon returned the presents which the queen brought to him; but he far exceeded her in liberality and profusion of gifts. 1 Kings 10:13.

2 Chronicles 9:15. Solomon made two hundred targets of beaten gold; weight three hundred ounces, and value about twelve hundred pounds sterling each. He intended these for captains, not foreseeing that he was making them for Shishak, king of Egypt. They had a short dagger in the centre. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-19

This chapter is so nearly a repetition of 1 Kings 12., that the reader is referred to the Notes and Reflections on that part of sacred history. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-23
2 Chronicles 11:15. For the devils. שׁעירים sheîrim, the hairy ones. The goat was worshipped in Egypt as well as the calf. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-16
2 Chronicles 12:1. Rehoboam forsook the law of the Lord. His juvenile council, his harem of eighteen queens and sixty concubines, are lamentable proofs of the imbecility of his mind. The apple-tree seldom bears two years alike.

2 Chronicles 12:2. Shishak is called Sesac by Josephus, He is named by Herodotus, lib. 2., by Diodorus, and by Eusebius, and is called successively Sasochis, and Sebacus, and Asychis, and Sesostris. Being a great conqueror by sea and by land, he had no need to bring so great an army against Rehoboam, who was more like a woman than a man. Thus in little more than four years, the glory of Solomon’s kingdom came to the mercy of a foreign king! All is vanity, and vexation of spirit.

2 Chronicles 12:7. Shemaiah was a great prophet in the reign of Solomon and of Rehoboam; his addresses brought the nation to repentance, and saved Jerusalem from destruction. Like Samuel, Nathan, and Gad, he left a book of his labours connected with the history of his own times, 2 Chronicles 12:15. He was enrolled by the Jews amongst the forty eight prophets sent of God to their nation. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-22
2 Chronicles 13:3. Four hundred thousand—eight hundred thousand chosen men. This would seem incredible, did we not know that the manner of the Hebrews at that time was to bring all their people from twenty to fifty years of age into the field. Yet such a multitude must form an unwieldy and ungovernable army. If the sword fail to destroy them, they must soon be routed by hunger and thirst. These, like the five hundred thousand under Xerxes, that invaded Greece, melted away like snow in the warmer beams of the sun.

2 Chronicles 13:5. A covenant of salt, that is, incorruptible. “I will make an everlasting covenant with you, and I will give you the sure mercies of David.” Isaiah 55:4, Thus the Messiah was the soul of the covenant, whenever it was renewed, as in Genesis 12:3. But as all covenants with men were accompanied with a feast, our Harmer proves that this word designates a feast: so is the Hebrew reading of Ezra 4:14.

2 Chronicles 13:17. There fell down slain five hundred thousand men. The Vulgate diminishes the number of the slain to fifty thousand; but as the LXX, and the complute edition, agree with the Hebrew, and as Josephus affirms that there never was a battle recorded by either Greek or Barbarian writer, in which there was so great a number slain, the modern versions have done right in disregarding the authority of the Vulgate.

REFLECTIONS.
The particulars of this great battle and prodigious carnage, not being mentioned in the book of Kings, we must here stay a moment for reflection. Rehoboam, on the revolt of the ten tribes, had raised an army to recover the whole of his father’s kingdom; but God had graciously prevented him by a prophet, and that message sufficiently indicated the good pleasure of heaven that the two kingdoms should exist together in quiet and concord. The rent of the kingdom was of God, as a punishment for Solomon’s fall, and Israel’s sins. But Jeroboam had not followed peace: he had skirmishes with Judah all the days of Rehoboam: his day however came at last, and he went not without his reward. Abijah, on coming to the throne, levied his people en masse, to the number of four hundred thousand, and entered his rival’s country. Jeroboam did the same; and his numbers were twice as many as those of Judah. What a sight for those huge and hostile multitudes, all brethren, all the seed of Jacob, to contemplate one another. Ah, Israel, thy day was come, thine iniquities were ripe, and heaven was resolved to thrust in the sickle.

Before Abijah struck the blow, he wished to parley, of course that he might prevent the bloody affair by a covenant, for the decision of national disputes by the sword indicates generally a contempt of reason and of moral justice. In this previous step he was highly commendable; but his speech, as might naturally be expected, in a young king, religiously educated, is highly monarchical, and strictly religious: yet there were afterwards many defects in his reign.

Jeroboam, instead of hearkening to a noble speech, relied too much on his numbers and his talents, and sent an army to surround and totally to exterminate Judah, in case of defeat. The late ruler of France, confident of victory, almost invariably adopted this mode of fighting; but he miscalculated the Russian canon at Eylau, and his surrounding division of fifteen thousand men, were like Jeroboam’s ambush, cut off.

We have the effects which Jeroboam’s stratagem produced on the men of Judah. Finding themselves surrounded, and no retreat left, they cried to the Lord, and animated one another with courage for the battle. So fervent were their shouts, so impetuous their charge, that the men of Israel scarcely waited the first assault; and the immensity of the multitude obstructing the flight, the carnage was without a parallel. Oh what a sight! Half a million bleeding on the plain. Oh what a multitude of widows, of orphans, of mothers at home, pouring torrents of unavailing tears; nor could they forget the anguish of Ephron, till death had numbered them with those for whom they wept. Had those men fallen gloriously in a war against a foreign foe, it had been some consolation to the children; but to fall fighting against brethren, it seemed a day of infatuation, and we fear, a day to people hell, and to be lamented with eternal tears. Jeroboam indeed escaped the sword of Abijah, but God smote him with a languishing disease for two whole years, and his kingdom never recovered its population after so dreadful a scourge. So the Lord had said, that on forsaking his covenant, they should be few in number.

By these events we may be put in remembrance, that Satan sometimes makes a grand effort to destroy a soul, or to exterminate the influence of religion; that he surrounds us before and behind, as Jeroboam’s multitude surrounded Judah. Let us, whenever so circumstanced, cry like Judah mightily to the Lord. Let us take heart, raise a shout of courage, and fight the good fight of faith; so shall the confusion of fear designed by the enemy recoil on his own head. Let us place a firm confidence in the promises of Israel’s God, and then we shall say not only of the difficulties of life, but of death itself, thanks be to God who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-15
2 Chronicles 14:3. Altars of the strange… The author of this book, like Moses, Deuteronomy 32:16, would not pollute his text with the unhallowed name of idols.

2 Chronicles 14:8. Out of Benjamin—two hundred and fourscore thousand. Josephus following the Septuagint says, “Two hundred and fifty thousand.” The mode of numbering in Hebrew subjected the scribes to make frequent mistakes, which in very many places embarrass the sacred text.

REFLECTIONS.
Of Zerah’s great army, and of Asa’s victory over it, we had no account in the book of kings; nor are we told in what year of his reign he was invaded; but it probably happened in his early and more prosperous days. Whether this Zerah was an Ethiopian king who had overrun Egypt, and advanced with a million of men into Palestine, or whether he was an Arabian prince, which does not seem improbable, is wholly uncertain. But this is evident, that he met with shame instead of glory, and ruin instead of booty. From the immense slaughter of the ten tribes in the last reign, and the like slaughter of the heathen in this, we clearly perceive that while Jerusalem remained in close covenant with God, all that meddled with it, meddled to their own hurt; and their unavailing malice tended only to make the Lord’s anointed rich and powerful in the earth, and more confident of his protection. To the christian, this should be a most encouraging consideration to abide in Christ. 

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-19
2 Chronicles 15:1. Azariah the son of Oded; whose father is named, to distinguish him from the highpriest of that name.

2 Chronicles 15:3. For a long season, Israel, the ten revolted tribes, had been without the true God, and without a teaching priest to read and expound the law. What in such dark times could be expected but national ruin?

2 Chronicles 15:16. She had made an idol in a grove. Maachah, queen dowager, as we now say, still enjoyed the גבירה Gebireh, or chief rank. This act of decision would strike terror into the heart of idolaters. Our learned Selden, in his treatise on the gods of Syria, a work much followed in Poole’s Synopsis, contends that the Hebrew word Asherah, here rendered grove, should in every place where it implies an idol, be rendered Astartè, as in the Greek. Dr. Wall, profiting by Selden, quite relieves our version in the following places. “Manasseh set up a graven image of the grove in the house of the Lord.” 2 Kings 21:7. It should read, image of Astartè. “Josiah brought out the grove from the house of the Lord, and stamped it to powder.” 2 Kings 23:6. It cannot be a grove of trees, but the image of Astartè. “Throw down the altar of Baal, and the grove that is by it.” 6:25. The Hebrew is, “upon it;” the right reading would be, “the image which is upon it.” “Ahab made a grove,” that is, an image of Astartè, who was the god or goddess of his wife Jezebel, and of her nations the Sidonians. 1 Kings 16:33. “And the prophets of the groves four hundred;” that is, the prophets of the Astartès, or Ashtaroth. 1 Kings 18:19. See also on 1 Kings 15:13.

REFLECTIONS.
Asa returning in triumph, and intoxicated no doubt with victory and spoil, was about to make an entrance into his capital, too much in the spirit of a carnal conqueror. Therefore the Lord graciously instructed him by Azariah, the son of Oded, how to consolidate the fruits of victory by going against Israel’s spiritual enemies, and destroying every vestige of idolatry in his kingdom.

To effectuate this most desirable work he addresses the hopes and fears of Asa, by reminding him of the conditions of the covenant. “The Lord is with you, while ye be with him. If ye seek him, he will be found of you; but if ye forsake him, he also will forsake you.” In this manner also David exhorted Solomon, 1 Chronicles 28:9; and thus all the prophets sought to reform and convert their countrymen. Let the christian therefore rejoice with trembling, let him in prosperity as well as in affliction lay the axe to the root of every sin.

From this victory, and from Azariah’s sermon, Asa took occasion to follow the example of Moses, of Joshua, and of Samuel, to renew the national covenant with the Lord. And how much better was this, after so great a victory, than what we now call a grand military fête, where drunkenness, blasphemy, and all kinds of wickedness ensue, and where it has the appearance of giving thanks to hell for the blessings conferred by heaven. What can be so grand, so wise and grateful, as a nation taking occasion from signal mercies to come into a closer bond with heaven.

But the most glorious trait in Asa’s reformation was the removal of his grandmother from much of her dignity, because she had degraded herself to be a priestess to Astartè. This was a godlike deed; for in the divine economy, judgment must first begin at the house of God. What an example of justice and of terror! If the queen could not escape, what superstitious woman would dare to transgress? What an example for the heads of houses to follow. He would spare vice neither in mother, nor in servant, nor in son, nor in himself. Lord help us, in like manner, to put away every sin, and to covenant with thee on the purest principles, and on the broadest scale.

After the renewal of the covenant, great prosperity followed on the kingdom: and when did either men or nations renew their covenant with heaven, without being partakers of covenant blessings? 

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-14
2 Chronicles 16:1. In the six and thirtieth year. Baasha began to reign the third year of Asa, and he reigned twenty four years. 1 Kings 15:33. And when obliged by Benhadad to abandon the fortifications of Ramah, he was, according to Josephus, in the last year of his reign. Hence it should read, “In the twenty sixth year,” or as in the margin, “from the rending of the ten tribes from Judah over which Asa was now king.”

2 Chronicles 16:10. Asa was wroth with the seer: proof sufficient that the king was in error. God had twice delivered him from two huge armies, and now he feared to trust the arm of salvation: so he impoverished his country, dishonoured the Lord, and strengthened the Syrians. Carnal men rarely knock at mercy’s door till human resources fail.

2 Chronicles 16:13-14. Asa slept with his fathers—and they made a very great burning for him. In some convenient and adjacent place, they raised a huge pile of aromatic wood and sweet odours, whose flames would perfume and illuminate the surrounding country. This was in imitation of the heathen, who really burned the bodies of the dead. Homer thus describes the burning of Patroclus. “A hundred feet spread the pile on each side. High on the top they laid the dead, grieving in their soul for the soul of their friend. Many beeves lay in death at the pyre; stript of their hides they lay. Achilles wraps in the fat the dead. From head to foot involved he lay; the carcases of the bullocks ranged on each side. Jars of honey and oil he placed low bending over the bier. Four high-necked steeds he threw in the pile. Of nine dogs that belonged to the chief, two he slew to attend their lord. Twelve youths he transfixed with steel, a bloody offering to the slain; twelve youths from parents renowned: so dreadful was the wrath of his soul.”

“Beneath the pile the hero laid the invincible force of devouring fire. He groaned from his inmost soul, and called by name his hapless friend. Hail, oh Patroclus beloved! Even in the halls of Pluto, hail! All that I had promised, I now perform for my hapless friend. Twelve young Trojans of descent renowned; these all, with thee shall burn. But Hector, the son of Priam, the flames shall not consume. Fire shall not devour thy foe; the destined prey of hungry dogs.”—Macpherson’s Iliad, 23. The above passage illustrates the contempt of the princes of Judah for the body of Jehoram, 2 Chronicles 21:19; and for what befel Jezebel before the palace of Jezreel. 

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-19
2 Chronicles 17:7. Sent to his princes—to teach. Illustrious men have often engaged in these sacred services on special occasions. David, Jonathan his learned uncle, and the kings or princes of Israel. 1 Chronicles 27:32.

2 Chronicles 17:9. And had the book of the Lord with them; a manuscript Pentateuch, from which they read and expounded the law, with other effusions of the heart.

REFLECTIONS.
A religious king makes a religious people, and a pious sovereign is happy and secure among his religious subjects. Many and great are the advantages of conveying religious and moral instruction to a nation at large. The generous soul of Jehoshaphat, feeling all those advantages in himself, was anxious to impart them to all his people. With these laudable views, he roused the priests and levites from their supineness; he sent princes to superintend the design, and to judge the harder causes. Under those efforts the glory of moral and religious instruction shone forth with a lustre as welcome as the beams of day, and dispersed the gloom that hovered over the land. Every family felt an augmentation of its happiness, and regarded the sovereign as the common parent and benefactor of the whole land. It is also added with pleasure, that the effects on the country exceeded the most sanguine expectations. So great was the encrease of population, so many were the Jews and strangers who sought happiness and protection under the house of David, that on dividing the kingdom into five military districts, Jehoshaphat could poll for war one million one hundred and sixty thousand men, a number exceeding the poll of all Israel in the days of David. And the number was not only astonishing, but they were now made really men by instruction, and consequently, better subjects, better artists, and better soldiers. How narrow, how cruel is that policy which would suggest, and from a mitre too, that the Sunday schools convey too much knowledge to the common people. Why deny them all the share of intellectual happiness of which their circumstances will admit? What can better preserve them from disliking the noisy and brutish conversation of the alehouse, than recourse in the evenings to excellent books at home. What can be a better pledge of domestic and public integrity than a thorough knowledge of relative duties. Is it not everywhere found that the education and morals of the generality of criminals has been grossly neglected? Hence the example of Jehoshaphat, in the instruction of all his people, was worthy of a king, and worthy of the imitation of all future ages.

Our next remarks turn on the advantages of itinerant instruction. It diffused talents through the land, it roused the spirit of enquiry in the people, and inspired all classes of men with diligence. Daniel saw in the spirit that the conversion of the heathen would proceed in this way from the apostolic labours. “Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be encreased.” In like manner the reformation from popery was effectuated in a great degree, according to Mr. John Fox, by well-disposed men going through the north of Germany, and through Great Britain, with the books of the reformers, and aiding the people by their conversation and piety. I might even here mention some Catholic missionaries, men of popular eloquence, who have instructed the poor in France. But no two men were ever more distinguished in the diffusion of evangelical knowledge since the apostolic age, than John Wesley, and George Whitefield. The church, the various denominations of the old dissenters, the whole in short, of the British empire, and of the United States, have more or less received a lustre from their flame. And in this age, in which we have made transition from simplicity to a torrent of wealth and luxury, what would have become of us in our populous manufacturing towns, if the principles of immorality and vice had not been powerfully counteracted by the principles of religion and virtue? We should have been as Sodom, or like unto Gomorrah. 

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-34
2 Chronicles 18:1. Jehoshaphat had riches and honour. In his, and in the reign of other good kings, we see how righteousness aggrandizes a country, and exalts its character.

The whole of this chapter is nearly similar to the twenty second of the first book of Kings, in which the reflections will be found. 

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-11

REFLECTIONS.—Wisdom is well bought, if it be not bought too dear. Jehoshaphat returned from the battle at Ramoth-gilead, beaten indeed by the Assyrians, but more so by the reproaches of his own mind. He reflected bitterly on himself for marrying his son with Athaliah, and for going to battle expressly against the word of the Lord by Micaiah. What a mercy that he returned with his life!

No sooner did he approach his capital than he was met by Jehu the prophet, who boldly demanded on the part of heaven, whether he had done right to help the wicked, and to love them that hate the Lord? Sinners may be assured that whenever God speaks, he will speak as their own conscience.

The reproof on the ear, was accompanied with grace on the heart. Jehoshaphat took the admonition well, and he availed himself of the prophet’s advice, to perfect his repentance and repair his fault. He broke off all intimate connection with Ahab; for no man can with safety make covenants of a moral and family nature with those who are out of covenant with God. He visited Samaria no more; but devoted his life to cultivate the vineyard God had given him to keep.

His first object was to reform the courts of justice, for these, like the sword they bear, are apt with time to acquire rust. The royal interposition is now and then requisite to purify the civil courts; and the charge he delivered to the new judge is peculiarly fine, and calculated to inspire those who fill the bench with every sentiment of dignity and impartial justice. He tells them that the Judge of heaven and earth is present to revise every decision, and that with him there is no respect of persons, nor acceptance of gifts.

From the civil he proceeded to the ecclesiastical courts, which were managed by the priests and levites. Hence from Zebadiah minister of state, to the lowest officer of levites, he made arrangements for order and government: and it is incredible how much regulations contribute to the morals and happiness of a nation. But the order that Christ hath set in his church, both in heaven and earth, is most to be admired, and ever to be revered. Judgment and justice are the habitation of his throne. 

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-37
2 Chronicles 20:1. With them other, the LXX, ΄ιναιοι, mixed people.

2 Chronicles 20:5. Jehosphaphat stood—in the house of the Lord. This was proceeding in the good and ancient way. He prayed in open courts; the men of Judah also stood with their wives and little ones.

2 Chronicles 20:14. Then, when the king had prayed, came the Spirit of the Lord upon Jahaziel, a man of distinction and piety, as is indicated by this act, and by his genealogy. He prophesied openly in the temple, and the prophecies were all fulfilled the next day! They were most remarkable prophecies, that the enemies should kill one another; for wicked men once taken in the net are furious as the wild beasts. Had these prophecies proved to be the mere reveries of insanity, Jahaziel had forfeited his life, as the law directs, and all his house and order would have been covered with a reproach that could never be wiped away. In that case the king, deceived and angry, would have ordered him for execution. But seeing all was fulfilled, how could the Jews ever after this doubt the truth of revelation.

2 Chronicles 20:36. Ships to go to Tarshish. See on Isaiah 23:6. Ezekiel 27:12.

REFLECTIONS.
When nations become populous, haughty, and insupportably licentious, God permits war to follow, that the land, oppressed by their crimes, may disgorge them from its bosom. The cause which induced Ammon, Moab, and Edom, to form a league against Judah, and to hire all the Mehunims, or mixed nations they could, we are not told. But so secret was the plot, and so concerted the descent, that Jehoshaphat knew nothing of it till the enemy was entering his country at Engedi.

Oppressed with sudden and tremendous danger, his measures were prompt and wise. Instructed by his father’s error, he sent no treasures to Benhadad; and warned by his own folly, he asked no help of Ahab; but according to the example of Samuel, he convoked his whole people, first for devotion, and then for defence. In like manner, when assailed by sudden and great calamities, let us run to God, the refuge and hidingplace of his saints; for we have no might against the multitude which cometh against us. Thus our blessed Lord met his agony on his knees, and he conquered in the fight.

The prayers of Jehoshaphat on this eventful crisis was the language of an enlightened heart. He pleads the sovereignty and omnipotence of God, he urges the covenant claims that Israel had in his defence, he asks present aids from former favours in giving Abraham the land, and in the record of his glorious name in the temple; and he forgets not the ingratitude of the invading nations whom Israel had spared on leaving Egypt, and who were now come to cut them off. These prayers were urged with the greater effect, by a sight of the little ones present before the Lord:—how happy to have recourse to Him in the day of trouble. The deliverance which a believer then feels in his soul, is a pledge to him of the future deliverance from all his foes.

No sooner had the king closed his devotion than God gave him a present answer. Jahaziel, impelled by a divine impetus, could scarcely contain himself till Jehoshaphat had ended his supplication, but promised the devout assembly a victory on the morrow, even without a battle. His words were as fire among stubble. The king and all his people caught the same spirit; and passing in a moment from sorrow to joy they fell prostrate, and already celebrated the victory over the alien host. And the music joining the shouts, banished sorrow from the courts of the Lord to the camps of Moab. Tremble, oh alien hosts, for JEHOVAH is coming against you; his sword shall be bathed in blood, and carnage shall mark the wheels of his car. Where now were the lurking idolaters and infidels who would complain that a day was lost in fasting and prayer, which ought to have been employed in going forth to meet the enemy before he reached the capital? That day is not lost which gains heaven for an auxiliary. Surely they could not but now feel, that the devotion of the nation was inspired from above.

The army, divinely animated, left the city long before the break of day; and the king, standing in the gate, delivered to every man as he passed, if I may so speak, “the shield of faith,” the best barrier, and the surest pledge of victory. Hear, oh Judah, said he; believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper. This was armour from the Lord; and their carnal weapons were now but an encumbrance.

Mark how the Lord managed for his people, and entangled the wicked in their own net. The enemy expecting Jehoshaphat in the plain, had arranged his plans of battle, and caused Seir or Edom circuitously to advance in ambush, and take the king in the rear. But it was God that set the ambush; for the host of Ammon and Moab, mistaking the Edomites for the army of Judah, cut them off; and on the dawn of day perceiving their mistake, and seeing the army of Judah daringly approach, both those nations fled to the defiles, where for want of room the one cut its way through the other. Thus the Lord gave them the victory, and the enemies’ spoil for a reward. How happy for a nation when God undertakes its defence. Let our fears subside, and let us rejoice, for God will defend his Zion, and make her his inheritance for ever.

But after all this reformation and fasting, and after this most signal victory, we lament to find in Judah the roots of secret idolatry, ready to germinate whensoever the civil power should remit its vigour. Well, oh land, if neither judgments nor mercies will root out thine idols, go on, go on in thy sins; but remember the threatenings of the covenant, that God will root out thine inhabitants. Jehoshaphat had not resolution to remain firm in keeping separate from Ahab. Having taken the bloody daughter of the bloody Jezebel to be wife to his son, he seemed entangled. Though on the first solicitations to renew the fleet at Ezion-gaber to go to Tarshish, he refused, yet he yielded to future applications. But God, who would not prosper the covenant, wrecked the fleet on its leaving the port. Learn, believer, to persevere in keeping clean hands from improper connections with the wicked, and God will give thee a pure heart. 

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-20
2 Chronicles 21:2. Jehoshaphat king of Israel. Many think that Israel is here put for Judah; but many of the ten tribes now placed themselves under Jehoshaphat; the text may therefore be correct, God having made the house of David the real kings of Israel. Ezra also repeats the word kings of Israel, 2 Chronicles 28:19; 2 Chronicles 28:27.

2 Chronicles 21:3. Their father gave them great gifts—with fenced cities of Judah. He made them lieutenants, and military princes of districts.

2 Chronicles 21:10. Libnah was a strong city in the time of David. It fell by lot to the priests; and being a frontier town, was strongly fortified. The cause of the revolt is supposed to be Jehoram’s attempts to enforce idolatry, and to oppress his people.

2 Chronicles 21:12. There came a writing to him from Elijah. The chronology of those times seems to suggest that Elijah had now ascended to heaven; but as the time of his ascension is not exactly noted, he might yet be on earth. The supposition of Josephus, that Elijah wrote this letter by an angel from heaven, is a rabbinical legend, utterly dissimilar to the way of providence in its intercourse with man.

2 Chronicles 21:16. The Lord stirred up against Jehoram the Arabians that were near the Ethiopians. כושׁים Cushim, the Cushites, who had possessions on both sides of the Red sea. This seems to be the only reason why the wife of Moses should be reproachfully called an Ethiopian woman.

2 Chronicles 21:18. The Lord smote him—with an incurable disease. Not a dysentery, for that would have killed him in less than two years: but from the eruption of the bowels, scrophulous abscesses seem more likely to have been his complaint.

2 Chronicles 21:20. They buried him—not in the sepulchres of the kings. The elders had a little power between the demise of one monarch and the accession of another; and they laid this punishment on the deceased Jehoram. A monarchy seems to have been for Israel the best form of government, when the throne was filled with eminent men; and the worst, when the king was a bad man. Happy art thou, oh England, in a mixed monarchy! 

REFLECTIONS.
Jehoshaphat having attained his sixty first year, and having walked from his youth in the ways of the Lord, died in glory and in peace. His country, conscious of his worth, paid his memory all the honours due to his birth; and they had cause to weep, for in him every man lost a father. His virtues were many, and his actions great; in piety he was peculiarly distinguished; and all his faults may be resolved to a single point, a connection with Ahab’s house. The taking of Athaliah, daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, a princess for Jehoram his son, was an error which went within a single step of exterminating the whole house of David. See 2 Kings 11. The statesman would indeed applaud the match as highly advantageous to the nation. It would be deemed a preventive of all future wars with Israel, and it would strengthen Judah by a powerful ally. But was Ahab more than God? Was the defence of JEHOVAH insufficient? No sooner did the prince take this woman to his bosom, this woman initiated into all her mother’s crimes, than she made him as wicked as herself, and controlled him in council: 2 Chronicles 22:3. On coming to the throne he slew all his brethren, ruled as a tyrant, and revolted the hearts of all his people. God forsook him, and nothing prospered under his reign. Elijah’s awful letter had no effect in checking his career of impiety and vice; and in that view he was more hardened than Ahab. God therefore in compassion to his people, shortened his life by long afflictions and an early death. Come hither then, ye lukewarm professors, who in marrying your children give riches the preference to virtue. That lady of fortune and family, that lady accomplished for the assembly and the theatre, will corrupt your son; she will seduce his heart, destroy his soul, and cause the memory of grace, and the blessings of the covenant, like the daughters of Heth, for ever to depart from your house.

Jehoram thus corrupted in principle and practice by his wife, forced on Judah the superstition and idolatrous practices of Jezebel and Athaliah. This was an insult to the memory of his pious fathers, and exposed both him and his people to the vengeance of his father’s God. Having forfeited the divine protection, his subjects were the less solicitous to pay him homage. Moab, unable to support his tyranny, and availing itself of his embarrassments, made a successful revolt. The priests, and best friends of his father’s house, were driven to rebellion: and to complete his calamities, while the Philistines fought him on the west, the Arabians from the south came up, plundered Jerusalem, slaughtered his sons, and took his household captive. And it may not be reckoned the least of his calamities that Athaliah escaped on this occasion. Here are the fruits of leaving his fathers’ God, and of indulging in every crime. What a melancholy example for dissipated youths, who having had a religious education, forsake the ways of righteousness and truth.

Let us now follow him to the two last years of a life curtailed by vice. While his body was assailed with hopeless and acute pains, what must have been his anguish of mind when he reflected on the departed glory of his house, and the encreasing disasters of his kingdom. Surely his conscience would tell him terrible things, and convert his chamber into a tragic stage, the most instructive to humankind. He saw his treasures plundered, his wives in captivity, his sons slain, as he had slain his brethren, and nothing left of Solomon’s glory but the wreck of crimes. If he looked toward the sanctuary, the only refuge and comfort of a dying man, he saw both priests and prophets degraded, persecuted, and oppressed. If he turned his eyes, as is most likely, to the ministers and the idols of superstition, there was no mitigation of his calamities, for the gods were unmoved by his curses, and unsoftened by his cries. In physicians he had neither hope nor help. Though promised great rewards, or menaced with immediate death, they could do nothing against the hand of God. Ah, no: he was arrested by divine justice, and conformably to Elijah’s sentence. Having despised the warning, God, it would now seem, denied him repentance; for he neither retraced his religious errors, nor repaired a single fault. Thus having help neither in God nor in man, to whom could he look, but to the infernal divinities! With whom could he imagine himself surrounded but with the ghosts of his murdered brothers, and of his massacred subjects. Surely then, in the torments of his body and in the anguish of his mind, hopeless in every view, hell in this man was begun on earth. “Consider this, ye that forget God, lest he tear you to pieces, and there be none to deliver.” 

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-12
2 Chronicles 22:2. Forty and two years old was Ahaziah. Forty two is here mis- written for twenty two, as is evident from 2 Kings 8:26. So are most of the ancient versions. His father Jehoram died in his forty first year, and Ahaziah was his youngest son; so he could not be more than twenty two. The Vatican and the Alexandrine copies of the Septuagint read twenty. He reigned one year in Jerusalem, says Dr. Lightfoot, being made viceroy when his father went to Ramoth-Gilead. In all, he reigned twelve years as regent, and eleven years as king. This is apparently true, how much soever it may embarrass chronology.—Athaliah, the daughter of Omri. She was daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, and granddaughter of Omri. 2 Kings 8:18. It was the frequent way of the Hebrews to call themselves after the first father of their house.

2 Chronicles 22:8. Jehu—found the princes of Judah, and the sons of the brethren of Ahaziah. Ahaziah had no brothers; therefore these were his relations. The princes of Judah were very forward in favouring idolatry, and they received their reward, with these degenerate branches of David’s house. God also was preparing the same vengeance for the idolatrous rulers which remained.

2 Chronicles 22:9. Ahaziah—was hid in Samaria. He fled to Megiddo, a city of Samaria, and expired of his wound. 2 Kings 9:27. To that chapter the reader is referred for Reflections on this part of sacred history.

2 Chronicles 22:12. Joash was hid in the house of God, because God would not wholly take away his love to David’s house. 

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-21
2 Chronicles 23:21. The people of the land rejoiced. This revolution, in the hands of so venerable a man as Jehoiada, was effected with the same ease as sailors change at the helm. The people had confidence in their priest. 

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-27
2 Chronicles 24:6. The collection required by Moses for the erection of the tabernacle, of the half shekel. Dr. Lightfoot contends that it was but the half of the half shekel, the eighth part of an ounce.

2 Chronicles 24:7. The sons of Athaliah that wicked woman had broken up the house of God. She had managed Ahaziah by her counsel, 2 Chronicles 22:3; and having done it during the time she swayed the sceptre, she would not be wanting to repeat the crime; or if she had sons by another husband, they could not be more than six or seven years of age.

2 Chronicles 24:20. The Spirit of God came upon Zechariah. The same phrase is used of Jahaziel: 2 Chronicles 20:14.

2 Chronicles 24:21. They stoned him at the command of the king. Jehoiada lived to the vast age of a hundred and thirty years; and having saved Joash, the only male branch of David’s house, and completely repaired the temple, he acquired the surname of Berachiah, the blessed of the Lord. He left the pontificate to his son Zechariah, who inherited all the virtues of his sire. Now, because Baruch had a son named Zechariah, who was slain with myriads more at the taking of Jerusalem, our critics have too much displayed their learning in raking up whatever is known of the latter Zechariah. Certainly the Jews were not to blame for his death. It was the apostate nobles of Judah who prevailed on king Joash to restore idolatry, and in this glorious struggle Zechariah fell at his post resisting idolatry. They stoned him at the altar; so that as Hosea says, “blood touched blood.” While dying, with uplifted hands he testified his faith, and called on God to avenge his blood. Presently Joash, who had ordered him to be slain, was assassinated by two of his captains; so that his death had a striking resemblance to that of Zechariah. A chain of other calamities followed on the country. Before the death of Joash, Hazael king of Damascus carried his bloody conquests to Philistia; an earthquake also followed, which much desolated the country, while drought one year denied vegetation, and another year, the locust devoured the land. Joel 2.

2 Chronicles 24:27. The greatness of the burdens laid upon him; that is, the tribute which the Syrians had imposed. The Vulgate reads here, “The sum of money gathered by him.” 

REFLECTIONS.
The fall of Athaliah and the elevation of Joash have already been considered. 2 Kings 11. How illustrious was the character of Jehoiada, so long the highpriest of Israel. His great wisdom, and his mild and paternal talents for administration, are sufficiently displayed by the share he must have had in the government during the happy reigns of Asa and of Jehoshaphat. His virtues were so conspicuous as to procure him a princess of the blood. His address and cool prudence, while idolatry and wickedness prevailed under Athaliah, acquired him the highest applause. He protected his wife, sister to the murdered princess: he succeeded in concealing the heir apparent at the hazard of his life, and he retained an influence with the elders of Judah which placed him on the throne while an infant, and overthrew Athaliah, the grand enemy of God and of David’s house. His temperance, founded on piety, prolonged his happy constitution far beyond the usual age of man. He had seen Solomon on his throne of ivory; and now having attended the funeral of seven kings, his hands, not yet feeble, placed the crown on the ninth monarch of David’s line. If among so many excellencies he had a defect, it was an excess of mildness, in not stirring up the levites to repair the breaches in the walls of the temple. Truly he long wore a mitre of glory, and a breastplate of righteousness: his sun set resplendent with every virtue. Having lived a hundred and thirty years, he died the admiration of his country, and the brightest ornament of the altar, which he left surrounded with sons who inherited the virtues of their sire: 2 Chronicles 26:7.

The death of a great and good man is a calamity to the nation and to the church, and especially when no one is found to succeed him, whose rising excellence promises the attainment of equal worth: but when he is succeeded by a time-serving, or a wicked man, the loss is more than can be conceived. To Israel the loss was great; but to Joash it was irreparable. The princely rulers and families of Judah, in whose hearts former reformations had checked but not eradicated the roots of idolatry, availed themselves of Jehoiada’s death to gain an ascendancy over the king, and to restore the liberty of worshipping idols according to every one’s pleasure. And when a man claims the right of choosing his god, and consequently his creed, he is little short of making an idol of himself.

Zechariah, a worthy son of Jehoiada, surnamed in after ages Berachias, or the blessed of the Lord, Matthew 23:35, seeing this awful progress of apostasy and breach of covenant with God, like another Phinehas, interposed his life with holy zeal to stop the evil; but the profane and infidel princes, impatient of controul, stoned him between the porch and the altar. The guilt of apostasy, and of innocent blood, often meets with its reward earlier than is expected. They were deaf to the prophets, deaf to the priests; and Joash was most ungratefully deaf to all cries for the execution of the murderers; but heaven had ears, and arms of vengeance too. God sent the king of Damascus the ensuing spring, with but a small army, and they plundered Jerusalem, murdered the princes, and left Joash sorely afflicted with disease. Nor had he repose from his own servants, for they avenged the blood of Zechariah; and it would seem, from the plural number being used here, that he had slain others of Jehoiada’s house. Thus blood has a voice which pierces heaven, and he who will not do justice shall receive justice at the hand of God. 

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-28
2 Chronicles 25:4. He slew not their children, as noted in 2 Kings 14. Whether the king was justly put to death for the blood of Zechariah and his brothers, is a question too delicate for human tribunals: yet we know that heaven ever maintains a just revenge for innocent blood. As the captains had no divine, no lawful authority to assassinate the king, it was just to put them and their assistants to death.

2 Chronicles 25:5. He—found them three hundred thousand. One third of these were sufficient for any wars with the southern rebels. The princes of those times understood the art of carnage and slaughter, better than the art of war.

2 Chronicles 25:6. For a hundred talents of silver; a vile price for wicked men to do wicked work. Those mercenaries hoped for better wages in plunder.

2 Chronicles 25:7. A man of God. In Seder-Olam he is called Amos, father of Isaiah the prophet, and brother-in-law of king Amaziah.

2 Chronicles 25:12. Other ten thousand left alive. Hebrews חיום chajaim, lives, souls. Such is the Greek, which better designates the cruelty of forcing them down the precipice, after being spared. Surely to devote the ringleaders, had been punishment sufficient.

2 Chronicles 25:14. Amaziah brought the gods of Seir and set them up to be his gods. We must seek for the true sense of this preposterous worship in the customs of ancient superstition. The Romans adopted the gods of all the countries they conquered. When Scipio stood before Carthage, he is said to have made this invocation: “And you, oh gods, whosoever you are that defend this city, come over to us, and I will worship you with more costly sacrifices, and will build for you more splendid temples.”

2 Chronicles 25:24. With Obed-edom; that is, the descendants of Obed-edom, who was a levite, and blessed because the ark remained awhile in his house.

REFLECTIONS.
Amaziah came to the throne in the vortex of the factions, in which his father fell, and in a time of great religious corruption. However, on feeling the reins of government in his hands, he gained the affections of his people, by executing the regicides, and by sparing their children, according to the law. Deuteronomy 24:16. And if a nation count itself happy in reposing confidence in a prince of impartial justice, how blessed is the man who reposes his confidence in God alone.

The cause of the war with Edom, and with the whole of the southern nations, if we may judge from the forces required, was a general revolt, on hearing of the murder of the king; and it discovers to us that the new king trusted more in an arm of flesh than in the Lord. By deeming his own people inadequate to the enterprise, though they mustered three hundred thousand strong, it is evident he had no faith in God the giver of victory. Therefore he hired one hundred thousand of Jehu’s people. However, though wanting in faith, yet when reproved by a prophet, he obeyed the Lord, and yielded to his loss.—But how much better is it to ask advice and prevent a false step, than repent of it afterwards. His allies, disappointed of the expected booty, fell upon the cities of Judah on their return, and made reprisals.

The rigours of war exercised on the ten thousand Edomites, can be defended only by the more barbarous examples of the age. In cases of an obstinate siege, and when a city was taken by assault, the law of Moses and of nations allowed of carnage; but now to spare their lives and to throw them from the rock, was an act of unjustifiable cruelty. Conquerors in the moment of indignation and triumph had better beware of injustice and slaughter, because there is an everliving God who requires blood for blood.

Prosperity is apt to destroy the man who is not properly acquainted with God, and with himself. Amaziah, having triumphed over Edom; having extended his limits to the utmost of Solomon’s border in the south, and having rebuilt Elath to restore the Indian trade, was lifted up above his God; and so much so as to worship the gods he had captured, though they were not able to defend their own votaries. These he ought to have destroyed, and returned thanks to the God of Israel. It is a most unwise experiment for a man to dally with idols; he may next adore them, and so provoke the Lord to his utter destruction.

In the character of Amaziah we find this realized. Flushed with victory, and enriched with spoil, he not only set himself above the law of God, but even menaced the prophet with death who came to reprove him. Therefore the Lord left him to take his own way, and to follow the pride of his heart. The challenge he sent to Joash son of Jehu, though with the counsel of men like himself, betrayed the arrogance of his heart, and the little regard he had for the lives of his people: defeat and shame were therefore his portion. Men who despise divine instruction, and mock at menaces, shall in the issue feel a rod which shall make them tremble. “He that, being often reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.” This prince, having long bid defiance to God and his prophets, and long acknowledged no power above his own pleasure, became insupportable to his subjects. The whole of Judah seems to have revolted against him, and in favour of Azariah his son, though an infant; and they were so exasperated against him, as to pursue him with the sword even into Philistia. So this man, who was not careful of human blood, ultimately received his own reward. On hearing the particulars of his death, what would Edom say, whose ten thousand captives he had thrown from the rock? And what would the Israelites say, whose relatives had fallen in the war which he had wantonly excited among brethren? Happy is that well instructed prince, whose sole aim in swaying the sceptre is to please God, and make his people happy. 

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-23
2 Chronicles 26:1. Uzziah is called Azariah in 2 Kings 14:21.

2 Chronicles 26:5. Uzziah sought God in the days of Zechariah. This good priest being dead, as above, it must mean that Zechariah had established a course of religious instruction for youth, and that this prince had been educated by Jecoliah his mother, in those happy rudiments. He had understanding in the visions of God, and was a learned expositor of the law.

2 Chronicles 26:6. Brake down the wall of Jabneh, twelve miles from Gath, and near the rock of Etam, where Samson was surprised. It is called Jamnia in 1 Maccabees 4:15.

2 Chronicles 26:10. He built towers in the desert, for the defence of his flocks and estates. In every view he adorned his country, and multiplied his people.— It is recorded, that an earthquake happened during this reign, which is named by Amos the prophet: Amos 1:1. It shook the whole land of Judea; and in the course of the year the hiatus which had been opened, allowed the mountain west of Jerusalem to subside for the space of half a mile.

2 Chronicles 26:21. Uzziah the king was a leper. His error in seizing the censer is ascribed to regal pride; for many princes among the gentiles were both princes and priests; as Æneas king of Troy, and Agamemnon among the Greeks; yet we nowhere find that Cyrus exercised the office of a priest.

2 Chronicles 26:22. The rest of the acts of Uzziah—did Isaiah write. The rabbins very much lament the loss of this book.

REFLECTIONS.
Uzziah was not only happy in genius, but singularly so in his wise and learned tutor; and we have reason to believe that he took no false step while aided by Zechariah’s counsel. A religious guardian is worthy of double honour; the blessing he may prove to a prince or a great man can hardly be appreciated. Uzziah’s ascension to the throne was as the rising of the sun on the Hebrew horizon, after long seasons of dark and cloudy weather. In his wars to recover the covenant limits of his country, he was “helped of the Lord;” for he was faithful to the religion of his fathers, and God was faithful to him. He fortified his kingdom, defended the shepherds of the desert by towers, and distinguished himself by agriculture, which is the first blessing of national felicity. His civil and military arrangements at home very much discovered his wisdom, and contributed to the happiness of his people. His officers of various rank were two thousand and six hundred, and his whole force was three hundred and seven thousand men, out of which he retained a standing army, that he might instantaneously protect his subjects, or assert his rights; and happy is the people counted worthy of a gracious king. How much more glorious is Christ in the management of his kingdom; his enemies fall at his feet, and glory and peace attend his reign.

Worldly prosperity intoxicates the brain. In his intercourse with heathen princes Uzziah learned that they would sometimes burn incense on the altar; and therefore, forgetful of the law which restricted that to the priests alone, Exodus 30:7, he presumed, being no doubt a firstborn son, to assert a supposed right, it being honourable to burn incense to the Lord. In this he erred, and was presumptuous; for God had made the Aaronical priesthood typical of Christ. As to the right of prophesying, that was common to men of any tribe, being moved by the Spirit of God. But Christ being the Mediator between God and men, no man could take that honour to himself, “but he who was called of God, as was Aaron.” The pattern of the tabernacle was shown to Moses, and the pattern of the temple was shown to David, and delivered in writing to Solomon; and considering that Uzziah could not be ignorant of the death inflicted on the levite of his own name for putting the ark on a cart and touching it, and of the death of Nadab and Abihu for a deviation in using common fire, his sin was great. But after all, God, probably making some allowance for his intercourse with pagan princes, did not strike him dead. His punishment was mitigated, he was a leper for life; and though he retained the title of king, and was consulted in the affairs of state, yet he was excluded from the temple, from the palace, and from the mausoleum of his sires, being ignominiously interred in the adjacent field. Let all men therefore beware of the breath of an infidel tongue, lest it lead them so to speak and act against revelation and sacred things, as to bring God’s displeasure upon their bodies and souls. We have here very much to applaud the conduct of the priests. They united in courage and counsel, they followed him into the sanctuary; and destitute of carnal weapons, asserted their rights, and resisted the angry king in a bloodless war. It is happy for the church, happy beyond a name, when the house of God is filled with ministers who revere God more than men; yea, more than the princes of the earth. These are the true and faithful witnesses of the Lord, and shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

But excepting this one error of Uzziah, followed by so instructive a judgment, he was a very illustrious king. He reigned fifty two years; and the church was so afflicted by his death, that God saw it meet to give Isaiah a most remarkable vision. He saw the Lord sitting on a throne high and lifted up: chap. 6. And this vision being applied to Jesus, John 12:41, we may be comforted at all times under the loss of good kings and good ministers, for the Lord still lives the glory and defence of his people. 

27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-9
2 Chronicles 27:3. On the wall of Ophel he built much. Villapandus, in his plan of Jerusalem, places Ophel on the east of the city, and near the temple. Its tower was said to touch the clouds. The Nethinims, the Gibeonites had houses under this wall.

REFLECTIONS.
The good, though afflicted Uzziah, was singularly happy in having Jotham, a good son, who filled the throne of his father, and walked in all his father’s ways. And what greater joy can a parent ask? This is a happy fruit of a religious education, and more so of a religious connection in marriage, his mother being the daughter of Zadok the highpriest; that is, a daughter descended of his house. It is often better to marry a good man’s daughter than a king’s daughter, for virtue has an interest which cannot be attained by blood.

Jotham’s reign was not long, but it was happy, and served to illustrate the covenant faithfulness of God. He prospered in all he did, and no enemy was allowed to hurt him. He not only retained the glory of his father’s power, but added Ammon to his surrounding tributary states. He fortified his country, adorned it with works, and died in peace.

The corruption and ruin of nations have their seat in the hearts and habits of the people. Though Uzziah and Jotham had reigned piously for sixty eight years; yet “the people still did corruptly.” The germ of idolatry, ever lurking in their hearts, was ready to make a rapid shoot on the least favourable occasion, and to bring the wrath of God on the nation. Here is the cause of Israel’s ruin; and here is instruction for the christian church. Believer, beware of lurking idols, beware of indolent habits. They may do for thy soul the same awful things they once did for the Lord’s covenant nation. Israel was not worthy of so good a king, and the Lord removed him from the evils suspended over the heads of so guilty a nation. 

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 1-27
2 Chronicles 28:3. Burnt his children. In 2 Kings 16:3, it is said he made his son “pass through the fire.” The Hebrew term has a double meaning. Sometimes it implies the burning of children in the arms of Moloch till they were consumed, and so it is explained in Ezekiel 16:20-21. Others made their children pass between two fires, to dedicate them to Moloch. Hence it appears that Ahaz burnt one of his sons, and dedicated all the others by making them pass between the fires. The Talmud has legendary tales here, little worthy of credit.

2 Chronicles 28:5. They smote him. This was an expedition about three years after that mentioned in 2 Kings 16:5; for Ahaz then escaped.

2 Chronicles 28:19. Ahaz king of Israel. The kings of Judah sometimes continued the title of king of Israel, because of the Lord’s covenant with David, and because many of the ten tribes still adhered to the house of David.

2 Chronicles 28:22. This… king Ahaz. The silence of Ezra leaves the reader to fill up the dark shades of the portrait.

2 Chronicles 28:23. He sacrificed to the gods of Damascus, which smote him, as he said, and on the same superstitious principle as Amaziah had sacrificed to the gods of Seir, and as Scipio had done before Carthage. See 2 Chronicles 25:14.

2 Chronicles 28:24. Shut up the doors of the house of the Lord. Ahaz had no law for doing this: no king had ever done it before. The priests had lost all soul, and the nation all hope, under a doting monarch mad with superstition. To strip and desecrate the temple of the Lord, was the consummation of folly and of crime.

2 Chronicles 28:27. Ahaz slept—they buried him in the city. The French wrote on the equestrian statue of Louis xvth, statua statuæ, the statue of a statue. Another wrote—

Voyez notre Roi comme il est à Versailles, Sans vertu, sans loi, sans entrailles. 

REFLECTIONS.
Ahaz, corrupted no doubt by some unhappy means, began his reign by apostasy. He was so superstitious as to worship almost every idol known in his country, and in the neighbouring nations. He was the first of bad kings who introduced human sacrifices into Judah, and burnt his son to Moloch, after the manner of the seven nations whom the Lord had expelled before his people. Thus by forsaking the Lord, he cast off the defence and protection of his people; and it is highly probable that Urijah the highpriest contributed not a little to his ruin.

After notorious crimes and grievous wickedness, punishment soon follows. Ahaz had not much time to rejoice in the fire he had kindled, nor to exult in his liberty, after throwing off the yoke of the Lord. Rezin king of Syria gave him a defeat, took Eloth the key to the Indian trade, and carried away a multitude of his people into captivity. Pekah, son of Ramaliah, slew of the best troops of Judah one hundred and twenty thousand in one day, among whom were the kings son, and two of the king’s ministers or generals. And had it not been for the persuasive sermon of Oded the prophet, by which he moved the princes of Israel to restore the two hundred thousand captives, Judah had now received a fatal blow. The people had scarcely breathed from these disasters, before Philistia in the west, and Edom in the south, inflicted additional wounds on an apostate people. This is the fruit of leaving God; this is changing masters, and changing religion. Calamities so signal, and visitations so many, must have been sent by a supernatural hand. Yes, the God who gave his people, during the two preseding reigns, every blessing of the covenant, now in this time of apostasy, caused them to inherit all its curses.

Ahaz, mortified and oppressed on every hand, and what is worse, hardened to restless revenge, sent to Tilgath-pilneser king of Nineveh, who was then rising to great power: and when this prince had extended his victorious arms to Damascus, Ahaz went thither to congratulate him on his conquests, and invite him to Jerusalem. The king of Nineveh took all his presents, and marched to Jerusalem, which very much oppressed Judah with expenses, while it afforded them no real help. So it is with men that trust in an arm of flesh, and whose heart departeth from the Lord.

Ahaz, now in bondage to his idols, and tributary to Nineveh; (for the seat of government was not transferred from Nineveh to Babylon till the latter part of Hezekiah’s reign) Ahaz corrupted by every crime, instead of seeking divine aid, as other men do in their afflictions, “trespassed yet more against the Lord.” He worshipped all the gods of Nineveh, he filled Jerusalem and the high places of Judah with altars, and shut the doors of the Lord’s house. The mania seemed to take fast hold of his soul, to put his country under the protection of the idols of the heathen, to renounce the God of his fathers, and to dare his vengeance. By consequence, if superstition could have saved him, he would have been a happy man. But on the contrary, he was afflicted with a multitude of calamities, and appears to have been wholly abandoned of the Lord to a reprobate mind; for if there be a spark of grace unextinguished in the heart, the blasts of affliction will kindle it to a flame.

This prince is branded in the sacred volume with a name of infamy. “This is that king Ahaz,” who never discovered a single virtue worthy of record, who was guilty of every crime against the Lord, and who brought every calamity on his people. This is that Ahaz whom the Lord sent in anger to Judah, because under the pious reigns of Uzziah and of Jotham, the people would worship corruptly; and this is that Ahaz whom the Lord removed in compassion to his afflicted people. This is, in short, that most wicked Ahaz, who to complete his crimes, most profanely shut the doors of the Lord’s house; and thereby, we fear, shut heaven against his own soul, and whose body was justly shut out from the sepulchre of his fathers. 

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-36
2 Chronicles 29:1. Five and twenty years old. Ahaz was twenty when he began to reign, and he reigned sixteen years. Now, imperfect years are not reckoned, as might be proved from several texts. Therefore Ahaz might be near twenty one years old on receiving the crown, and he might reign near seventeen years; yet after all, Ahaz must have been very much inclined to connubial pleasure to be a father at fourteen; and there is no doubt but he was immodest in early life. If this be not allowed, Hezekiah was his adopted son.—His mother’s name was Abijah the daughter of Zechariah, the blessed priest and martyr under Jotham, as recorded in chap. 24. She was descended by her mother’s line from David’s house.

2 Chronicles 29:16. The priests went into the inner part of the house; that is, the Holy of holies, the place into which none but the priests might go. The sanctum sanctorum was a figure of heaven. Hebrews 9:7-12.

2 Chronicles 29:21. Seven bullocks, a plenary sacrifice offered by the patriarchs in times of extremity, as we read in Numbers 23:24.—Seven he-goats. The term “he-goat” was not used among the Jews till after the destruction of Jerusalem. Daniel has used it in Daniel 8:5.

2 Chronicles 29:23. The he-goats—they laid their hands on them, as Aaron did, Leviticus 16:7, reciting confessions and prayers.

2 Chronicles 29:25. He set the levites in the house of the Lord with cymbals, with psalteries, and with harps. Moses associated music with sacred song, as in the case of his sister Miriam. The minstrels aided Iddo in obtaining pools of water for the army. From the levites being thus employed it is evident that religious worship, in singing with or without music, is subject to christian ministers, as David, the prophet Gad, and Nathan had ordained: it must not be left to the less enlightened judgment of a clerk, or of a singing master.

2 Chronicles 29:30. The words of—Asaph, who composed the twelve Psalms which bear his name.

2 Chronicles 29:34. The priests were too few. Many of them had been active at the altars of Baalim and Ashteroth, and were unclean. They had forfeited their right of approach to the Lord’s altar, had justice been done to them: so they could not face the king and the people. Therefore the more faithful levites were raised to some participation of sacerdotal honours. They killed also the passover: 2 Chronicles 30:17.—The levites were more upright in heart; a delicate word of reproach to the priests, who had been idolaters.

REFLECTIONS.
Here is a bright morning star which rises to cheer the Hebrew sky, after a most calamitous night of political darkness and disasters. Here is a reformation auguring every good to church and state. Hezekiah, more worthy than his father, had long wept in secret for the wickedness and ruin of the late reign: and on receiving the crown, being of age to think and act for himself, he acknowledged that all those tremendous calamities proceeded from a divine hand. He therefore began his reign with God, and sought counsel of those pious friends, who were willing to come forward in the cause of reformation.

In doing this he acted with the utmost prudence and dispatch. He never once consulted the ministers of superstition, nor the princes of Judah who had forsaken the God of Israel. He assembled the disspirited priests and levites; and the first and most glorious act of his reign was to open the doors of the Lord’s house. Perhaps the idolaters knew nothing of his purpose, till they knew it by his works. Go on, great prince, go on and prosper; for God will confound thy foes, and deliver thee from every evil. It is well when a young prince begins to be religious, and tells the world of it by his works, rather than by his words.

Seeing himself surrounded in the temple, now grown green with neglect, he recited the calamities and ruin of his country; he traced those calamities to evils which their fathers had done in the eyes of the Lord, and he mentions the shutting of the Lord’s house as the last and worst of all evils: he therefore exhorted them to cleanse the sanctuary. Oh, if we ever forsake the house of God, if we neglect his worship and forget his covenant, we may expect all the calamities to fall on us, which befel the Jews in the reign of Ahaz.

While the priests and levites cleansed the temple, Hezekiah cleansed the nation. He cut down the groves, brake in pieces the images; nor spared that venerable relic, the brazen serpent which Moses had made, for the people burnt incense unto it. This he degraded of its supposed divinity, calling it, “nehushtan;” that is, mere brass, and not a god. Let the magistrate then learn to strike vice without, while the true ministers strike at the sinner’s heart, and endeavour to revive piety. Then the days of Hezekiah will return on the church, and every blessing of the covenant will follow.

The ministers of God having, after sixteen days of hard labour, purified the temple, Hezekiah rose early in the morning, and by a vast holocaust of twenty eight victims, or a sevenfold atonement, he hasted to expiate the great and grievous sins of the past reign: and not only the sins of Judah, but of Israel too, as far as any consented in heart. Oh how deep are the stains of seventeen years of great wickedness! Oh what tears, what atonement, and what sprinklings of blood are requisite to purge the conscience, and wash the heart of a sinner!

Hezekiah did not do all this in exterior pomp and vain parade, but with the heart. No sooner did the altars smoke with the atonement, the blood being already sprinkled, than the music struck up with psalms, and all the congregation worshipped the Lord. The wicked had long reigned, piety had long been as embers secretly kept alive in the heart of an Isaiah, an Oded, a Jonah and others; but now it blazed abroad, and shamed the ignorance and apostasy of the age. So it is when God’s people take courage in evil times, and boldly glorify his name.

But while the king was so prompt in his measures, and fervent in his worship, and while the levites came forward to his aid, what a pity that any of the priests should be reproached with lukewarmness on so glorious a day, for the heart of the levites was more upright, or ready than theirs: rectioris, vel alacrioris. How awful when the ministers of religion temporize! The time-serving Urijah had contributed towards the ruin of Ahaz; and the sons of Aaron having so unworthy a highpriest, were sunk into all the wretchedness of the age. Having no faith that Hezekiah would succeed, they were to drag to the altar. How discouraging must it be at all times to see laymen zealous, and clergymen faithless and indolent. May the zeal and piety of others provoke them to jealousy, and to greater piety and vigour in the work of the Lord. 

30 Chapter 30 

Verses 1-27
2 Chronicles 30:2. To keep the passover in the second month, one month later because the apostate priests were as yet unclean. See the calendar in Exodus 12. To defer the passover eleven months would have chilled the rekindling zeal which now animated the nation, seeing God had given them so good a king.

2 Chronicles 30:6. So the posts went with the letters. Swift-footed men. The mail, to this day, is made up at Bombay for overland, so as to form the turban of the post. One half sheet of thin paper is allowed for each letter. The postmen almost fly from office to office till they reach Bagdad, and thence to Europe.

2 Chronicles 30:22. Hezekiah spake comfortably to all the levites that taught the good knowledge of the Lord. They read the whole law at those festivals, and in different places, one reader succeeding another.

2 Chronicles 30:25. The strangers, the proselytes from all places flocked like doves to their windows.

REFLECTIONS.
We have seen Hezekiah burning with holy zeal to serve the Lord. He began in haste with his capital; and now he extends the blessing by command to all Judah, and by letters of invitation to all of Israel willing to come; for many of the other tribes had sought protection under David’s house. 2 Chronicles 5:8-9. And though the season for the passover was passed; yet regarding the duty more than the day, he commanded it to be celebrated one month later. He thought it sinful or unwise to delay another year, for it had been neglected many years; and pious purposes postponed are apt to vanish away. Hence we learn that with God the spirit of devotion is more than the observance of days, and punctilious forms of worship. Hence also we learn, that it was very uncharitable and wicked in the Roman pontificate to excommunicate the whole Greek church because they did not keep Easter on the same Sunday as the Latin church; but on the fourteenth day of the moon.

A vineyard run to ruin is difficult to restore. We have to lament that many of the cities of Israel, ignorant, hardened and neglected, mocked at the servants of the king, though their letters were purely religious, and breathed the spirit of genuine piety and reformation. When sinners mock at mercy, it is in God’s account the last of crimes. Well, let the filthy worshippers of Priapus mock on—but remember, as your prophets have said, Isaiah 10:5-6, that the Assyrian sword shall shortly address you in ruder accents. So also they mocked our Lord, and his apostles; and the sword of the Romans cut them off.

While many mocked, more obeyed. If we may judge of the multitude who in one week ate eleven thousand oxen and seventeen thousand sheep, it could not be less than half a million. How glorious to see a whole nation formally abjure wickedness, and renew its covenant with the Lord. How glorious to see Jerusalem filled with people, and surrounded with camps, not for war, but for worship. How glorious to see a thousand scribes stand up to read the neglected law, and to hear amens and responses from every tongue. The seeds of truth were sown at large, the fruits were peace of conscience, and righteousness of life.—The altar smoked, the music resounded, psalms followed, and the blood of the covenant was sprinkled on the crowd. Thus for a whole week they had a daily feast for the body, and more joyful delight for the soul. Hence we learn the utility and great importance of high example in religious concerns. It was the princes or elders who had corrupted Joash; it was the same order who had corrupted Ahaz, and then Ahaz corrupted them. The people will follow, if properly led. How great then is the account which the nobility and gentry must give to God, for spending their fortunes and time in a way so unworthy of the christian name; who riot in luxury and pride, affect the infidel, and exalt their dogmas above the maxims of revelation.

On the last day, the priests and levites stood up on the usual eminences, and blessed the people. ‘Return, oh blessed and happy people, rescued from the vanity of idols and the power of sin. Return, blessed and happy Israel, having the blood of the covenant sprinkled upon you, and the grace of the covenant written on your heart. Return in peace to your houses, and fear not the growing power of the Assyrian empire; no weapon formed against you shall prosper. Return, oh happy people, under a most religious and gracious king, and serve your God in psalms and prayers at home, and every blessing of the covenant shall follow on you, and on your children.’—Here is an example worthy to be followed by every christian church and nation. And as an encouragement to the duty, we have proof abundant in the sacred writings that the Israelites never renewed their covenant without having a tide of blessings following on all the land; and they never forsook the covenant without being chastised with the calamities which it threatened. See Deuteronomy 28. 

31 Chapter 31 

Verses 1-21
2 Chronicles 31:1. In Ephraim and Manasseh, for many of these had attended the passover, and placed themselves again under David’s house.

2 Chronicles 31:21. He did it with all his heart. King Hezekiah was just the reverse of his father.

REFLECTIONS.
Hezekiah, unable by proclamation to purge his people from idols, warmed their hearts by a taste of the piety of their fathers, and then he succeeded among the better disposed. They most willingly sallied forth in companies, and demolished every work of superstition. In vain did the Micahs cry, “Ye have taken away my gods, and what have I more?” We are not only to put away our sins, but also the occasions of sin, and even in lawful things whenever we have cause to dread future danger. It is much safer to make a small sacrifice than to commit a great sin.

Piety not only warms the heart, it also expands and enlarges the affections. The people put away their idols; and believing in God, they willingly gave their tithes to the industrious levites and priests, with abundance of freewill-offerings to the Lord. It is seldom that men will do much for God, without tasting his good word of grace: the levites laboured for the people, and the people laboured for the levites. The servants of the sanctuary had enough, and an overplus laid up in granaries for winter, that nothing might be damaged, and that the poor might eat during the festivals, as the Lord had commanded.

This good king, having restored the courses of the priests and levites, next came to see the abundance of plenty which thronged the temple, and to appoint officers over it. When there is grace in the heart, and harmony in discipline, the work of the Lord prospers, and the smiles of heaven crown the whole. How happy for the church and nation when the rulers are clothed with righteousness, and the priests with salvation. This good king obtained by piety a long reprieve, and a cloud of blessings for his apostate country. May his blessed example encourage others to do their utmost in their age and nation. 

32 Chapter 32 

Verses 1-33
2 Chronicles 32:1. Sennacherib king of Assyria, Our knowledge of the once great and flourishing empire of the Assyrians, is very imperfect. Berosus, a native of Chaldea, has written the most; Herodotus, and Diodorus Siculus, are the principal authors who afford fragments of its history. Nineveh was the capital, and it contained one hundred thousand infants; and of course a population of not less than five hundred thousand inhabitants. We are ignorant of the extent of the Assyrian empire; but it embraced the Caspian sea, for many of the ten tribes were placed in Armenia, and on the river Gozan, which runs into the Caspian. The whole of Babylon, of Persia, of Damascus or Syria, of Samaria and Galilee, was now under its power. According to Plato, Troy itself once bore their yoke: but the seat of empire was not yet transferred to Babylon. Considering the present victorious character of the empire, we are the less surprised that Sennacherib should boast that no god of any nation was able to deliver the people out of his hand: 2 Chronicles 32:15.

2 Chronicles 32:21. Cut off all the mighty men of valour. Herodotus, when travelling in Egypt, records the destruction of the Assyrian army in a hieroglyphical manner. While Sennacherib, whom he calls king of the Arabs and Assyrians, was besieging Pelusium, Sethon, a priest in the temple of Vulcan, being greatly alarmed and distressed, retired to his temple, and bewailed the calamity. While engaged in these devotions, he fell asleep, and dreamed that he saw his god, who exhorted him to take courage, assuring him that no harm should happen to him, provided he went to meet the Arabs, for he would send him succour. He obeyed, and was followed, not by the soldiers, but only by tradesmen, artisans, and mechanics. On his arrival before Pelusium, an infinite number of field rats invaded the camp that same night, and eat up all their belts, bowstrings, and leather quivers, so that next morning, unable to use their armour, they took to flight, and lost abundance of people. In memory of this action, they erected in the temple of Vulcan a statue of stone which represents this king holding a rat in his hand, with this inscription: WHOSOEVER THOU ART THAT SEEST ME, LEARN TO FEAR THE GODS. Euterpe.—It is not improbable that many Assyrians were slain before Pelusium, as well as before Jerusalem. Sacred and profane history agree that the scourge was in one night, consequently it was supernatural, and not a disease of camp or climate. But the priest’s going in distress to the temple, and the promise of deliverance, are in perfect accordance with Hezekiah in the temple, and the promise of deliverance from the Lord by Isaiah the prophet. Berosus the Babylonian historian says, “that Sennacherib having war in Egypt, and by returning from this war having offended his army, he left it under the command of Rabshakeh, and it was destroyed the first night they sat down before the city, and one hundred and eighty five thousand men wasted away.” This author attributes the destruction of the army to the effects of the Simoons, or hot winds. Josephus speaks to the same effect, that while Sennacherib fought against the Egyptians and the Ethiopians, he left his general to besiege Jerusalem; and he also seems to convey an idea that this signal visitation happened while the king of the Assyrians was besieging Pelusium. Other commentators think that the Assyrians were now making a disgraceful retreat from Egypt towards their own country, and that Sennacherib was besieging Libnah and Lachish, two cities of Judah not far distant from each other.

Sennacherib was indeed spared, but it was only to carry the terrors of his ruin to Nineveh, for according to our Prideaux, he demanded of some about him to know the cause, that the irresistible God of heaven so favoured the Jewish nation; and he was answered that Abraham, from whom they were descended, by sacrificing his only son to the Lord, had purchased this protection to his progeny. Sennacherib replied, if that will do, I will spare two of my sons to gain him over to my interest. When Sharezer and Adrammelech heard that they were to be the victims, they resolved to prevent their own death by sacrificing their father. Whether this story be legendary or true, it shows that this king, who had made so dreadful a carnage of human nature, met with the same reward.

2 Chronicles 32:30. The upper watercourse of Gihon, on the west of Jerusalem. This was a powerful spring, which made glad the city of God, and watered the temple. It flowed into the pool of Siloam, and of Bethesda. Hezekiah covered it in with a continuous arch and earth, lest, in case of a siege, the enemy should find it, and divert the stream. It supplied the prophets with figures of speech. “All my springs are in thee.” Psalms 87:7. Ezekiel 47:1. Revelation 22:1.

2 Chronicles 32:33. Hezekiah was buried in the chiefest of the sepulchres. Both the Hebrew and the Greek read, the highest of the sepulchres. 

REFLECTIONS.
The rise and fall of empires, the overflowing of war, and the devastations of the earth, are at all times interesting subjects of moral and political contemplation. When nations have remained awhile in ease, when agriculture and commerce have given an aspect of luxury and riot to the character, when vice becomes insolent and scorns the controul of law and religion, then heaven prepares its scourges of famine, pestilence and war. So it was in western Asia, when the Assyrian forces, perhaps half a million in number, issued forth from the Tigris, and all the cities fell before them; yea Jerusalem, so strong by nature, by a large present, bought off the siege. Nor did Sennacherib stop till he had reached the eastern branch of the Nile. What a vast career of invasion, what carnage, what cruelties! What devastation must have attended their progress! But the overflowing scourge which left the Tigris, crossed the Euphrates, swept the range of the Jordan, and traversed the desart, was stopped by the banks of the Nile. So God said to the Assyrian, as to the proud waves of the sea, Hitherto shalt thou come, and no further.

But mark, reader, mark for the encrease of thy faith and comfort; when God abandoned all those nations to the mercy of the enemy, he protected Jerusalem, and all who fled thither to trust under the wings of JEHOVAH. The perfidious Assyrian took the money of Hezekiah, and advanced southward; but either repenting of his lenity, or not thinking his retreat secure while Jerusalem was unoccupied, he sent Rabshakeh back with an army, and an imperious summons to surrender. Hezekiah had indeed concealed the fountain of water which flowed in a subterraneous channel, but he had no might against so great a multitude. Rabshakeh’s talents and eloquence were irresistible. This wicked and impious man, well skilled in the Hebrew tongue, not only defied the God of Israel, but attempted to excite despair and revolt in the city.

We see farther, when the arm of flesh fails, the arm of the Lord is more than sufficient. Hezekiah’s ministers being returned from the enemy’s camp, and with Sennacherib’s insolent letter, 2 Kings 19.; the king rent his robe, and going into the temple, spread the letter before the Lord, and wept sore. Thus Hezekiah and all his people sought the Lord; they cried to Him who had so often delivered them in the day of trouble; nor had they prayed long, before Isaiah sent them from the Lord a letter of comfort, to do away the effects of the enemy’s letter; and it was written in an eloquence worthy of the subject. It despises the enemy’s blasphemy, and scorns his threats. “By thy messengers thou hast reproached the Lord and said, with the multitude of my chariots I am come to the height of the mountains, and the sides of Lebanon; and I will enter into the lodgings of his border, and enter into the forests of his Carmel. I have digged, and drank strange waters; and with the soles of my feet have I dried up all the rivers of the besieged places.” Who then shall hinder me from entering into Jerusalem? “I will put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, saith the Lord, and will turn thee back by the way which thou camest.” What a consolation are God’s words, and God’s ministers, in the day of affliction. By divine promises we anticipate deliverance, and scorn the malice of our foes.

The accomplishment was not long delayed. That same night the angel of the Lord, with thunderbolts in his hands, and vials of pestilence poured in the air, smote one hundred and eighty five thousand of the infidel host. Hereby God taught the proud Assyrian, that though he had been commissioned to chastise wicked nations; yet he would not allow him to touch his Zion, and his covenant people. Where now are all his proud speeches, and the boasts of an infidel tongue? What have nations or individuals to fear, who abide in covenant with God? How grateful would Judah be for the best of kings, and for returning to the Lord. How grateful when they considered by way of contrast, that their apostate brethren in Samaria were in captivity, and that they had no help in the day of trouble. The invaders, and the spoil of plundered nations, lay prostrate at their feet. Oh what a day of joy to Jerusalem: what an instance of encouragement to future ages.

But prosperity is apt to intoxicate the brain. Hezekiah, soon forgetting his obligations, rendered not again unto the Lord according to this signal deliverance. Therefore the Lord afflicted him, as we shall see at large in Isaiah 38. So it happens in the economy of providence over man; they who have great mercies, often have great crosses and sore affliction. So it was with Jacob, with David, and with Paul. We had better be kept poor and afflicted through life, than sin against God by forgetting his mercies; and by making a vain parade of riches, as though they were solely acquired by our own efforts. 

33 Chapter 33 

Verses 1-25
2 Chronicles 33:3. Made groves. This word should generally be rendered idols. Manasseh made images of Astartè, or Ashtaroth, and of all the idols of Ahaz. His ministers were idolaters, but concealed it during Hezekiah’s reign.—Host of heaven. He worshipped the animals in the signs of the Zodiac, and all the planets, as Jerome states on the tradition of the Jews: but others say Jove, Mars, Venus, Apollo, Latona, &c.

2 Chronicles 33:11. The Lord brought upon them—the host of the king of Assyria— and carried him to Babylon. It would appear from the text that the king of Assyria had now conquered Babylon, and transferred thither the seat of empire. Calmet, and our Prideaux, think that this king was Asar-haddon, who striving to recover his father’s conquests in Palestine, sent his Tartan to Samaria, and to Jerusalem. Professor Strauchius, following this passage, has adopted the same opinion.

2 Chronicles 33:12. Humbled himself. This prince was a coward in war, and very deficient, it would seem, in his repentance. His prayer used to be placed at the end of this book.

2 Chronicles 33:18. Manasseh, and his prayer, which will be found in the Apocrypha. This prayer was much used in Jewish confessions.

REFLECTIONS.
What a loss is a good king to the nation, and to the church. The change of monarchs at this period was as the changes of day and night; one all luminous, another all darkness. Hezekiah, the good Hezekiah, is taken away from a people not worthy of so good a king. In one year all the glory of his reformation is as a neglected garden. The bitter weeds of idolatry and vice instantaneously spring up, and more than in the calamitous reign of that wicked Ahaz. The princes of Judah, who had secretly opposed every reformation, took their advantage to empoison the minority of Manasseh. The nobility, biassed by dissipation to idolatry, and averse to the temple by the payment of tithes, were ever prone to apostasy, and the enchantments of idol-worship. So, triumphing in success, they in a short time filled Jerusalem and all Judea with the idols which Hezekiah had destroyed. They had as many gods as cities, Jeremiah 11:13; nor were they content with this, but wanton with wickedness and infidel pride, they set up once more a carved image, or the abomination which maketh desolate in the temple of the Lord. The king, emulous to distinguish himself in this way, caused his own son to pass through the fire to Moloch. Oh that the great ones of the earth would be warned by the errors of past ages! Past ages, did I say; nay but by the errors of our own times. The nobility of France patronized the learned infidels, because they employed their wit in flattering vice, and in railing at revelation. Presently these nobility, as well as those of Judah who corrupted Manasseh from his good education, felt the bitter consequences of their crimes. Oh that they were wise; that they understood this; that they would consider their latter end, that it might be well with them, and with their children for ever.

The indiscretions and errors of youth, when seduced by the more aged, have a first claim to divine compassion. The Lord therefore sent to warn Manasseh, and to declare that the line and plummet of vengeance which had befallen Samaria should befal Jerusalem. And what were the effects of this gracious warning? The king, hardened by his nobles, instead of repenting, ordered the prophet Isaiah, if we may follow Jerome, to be sawn asunder. Hebrews 11:37. How Hosea, Nahum, Joel, and Habakkuk escaped, we know not; but much innocent blood was shed in Jerusalem; for the truly faithful would not bow to idols.

When the wicked have unsheathed the sword against the church, it is God’s turn next to unsheath his sword against the wicked. The Lord sent the bloody generals of Babylon to display their banners around Jerusalem: and now there was no Hezekiah to weep, and no Isaiah to comfort. The good men who had then saved the city were either martyred or dead. Judah was then in covenant with God; now they were nearly all out of his covenant. So there was now no destroying angel to enter the Assyrian camp, no victory given of the Lord. The wicked princes were confounded, the new gods could not save, and JEHOVAH laughed at their calamity, and mocked at their fears. So Jerusalem was ruined, and poor Manasseh led in chains to Babylon, to enjoy his tears in solitude; for God, it appears from his prayer in the Apocrypha, gave him deep and bitter repentance; and in a most unexpected manner restored him to his throne in Jerusalem, as viceroy to the king of Babylon. Hence we learn, that although sinners are sometimes hardened to blaspheme the more because of judgments; others, neither so old nor so hardened, are humbled under the mighty hand of God. Oh what calamities did a few years of sin bring on the country: and oh, what ruin, sinner, may a few years of folly bring on thy soul, and for ever. Manasseh, on restoration to his throne, endeavoured to repair his fault by the destruction of idols. But he could only check the evil; the moment he died it all shot up again in the short reign of Amon his son; and it was a mercy to Israel that Amon’s reign was short. It made way for a prince of Hezekiah’s temper and faith. Hence we conclude that the calamities of nations are often the defence of piety; and that the true church is irradiated, as the bush of Moses, and not consumed by the flame. 

34 Chapter 34 

Verses 1-33
2 Chronicles 34:5. He burnt the bones of the priests, and so, perhaps without intending it, he fulfilled the prophecy of the man of God that came to Bethel. 1 Kings 13:2.

REFLECTIONS.
As the nipping frosts of winter spoil the glory of the summer, and as the spring comes and revives nature again, so were the good and the bad kings in their succession on the throne of Judah; only with this sad difference, vice and idolatry grew stronger and stronger, and reformation became more and more difficult till there was no more remedy. The old idolatrous princes, who had seduced Manasseh to every crime, being either slain or dead, the new generation was not so forward to corrupt Josiah the infant king. He received a religious education; and at the age of sixteen, taking the reins of government wholly into his own hands, he discovered a strong propensity to piety. He began so early, even at the age of twelve, to purge his capital, by repairing the Lord’s house, which the wicked apostates of the late reign had either pillaged, or after it was pillaged by the Babylonians, they had done nothing to repair it. His zeal exceeded the zeal of Jehoshaphat, of Asa, and of Hezekiah. He destroyed the statues of Ashtaroth, that is, Astartè or Venus, wherever he found them: Baal also, and the horses of the sun; that is, the chariot and horses dedicated to the sun. He demolished in like manner the retiring houses for wickedness which cannot be named. The image of the grove, that is, of Astartè, which was in the house of God, he utterly destroyed, and put down the priests of those profane altars; and many of them he slew for the murders and sorceries they had committed, and defiled their altars with their bones, it is good when we begin for God, to do his work heartily: a glory attends it which remains for ever.

After the house was repaired, and the reserve of the money employed for this purpose, Hilkiah found a treasure preferable to gold. He found concealed in the side of the ark, or in some chest, the copy of the law which Moses wrote with his own hand. This was a treasure indeed; for it was supposed to have been destroyed, or stolen in idolatrous times. And though neither the king nor the priests were unacquainted with the law; yet on this occasion, Josiah was so affected by hearing the curses of the law read, and probably those in the latter part of Deuteronomy, that he rent his robes, and sent to enquire of the Lord for the remnant which was left in Israel and in Judah. Hence we learn, that we should most diligently read the law of the Lord, and feelingly weep under its violated precepts.

It was some consolation to the weeping king, that there was in Jerusalem a Huldah, a woman highly honoured with the prophetic gift, and so reputable that she was preferred to the judgment of the Urim. She was not the first who had predicted the ruin of Jerusalem, but she joined her testimony to theirs: and though unable to reverse the high decrees of heaven, she at last gave the king of Judah some token for good; and perceiving that his heart was tender, she comforted him with the assurance that in his days there should be no evil.

The pious king, trembling for his sinful country, hasted to convene the elders of Jerusalem and Judah to hear the law, and renew the covenant, which was enjoined to be done every seventh year, anxiously desirous of exciting in them alarms for their safety, and true repentance for their sins. After the solemnities of this covenant, fresh efforts were made to destroy if possible every vestige of idolatry. The hopes of Judah now assumed a smiling aspect; and who would not have augured that God, delighted with the repentance of his people, would now turn away his fierce anger? But ah, the devotion was too much that of the lips; the hearts of the people were still attached to their idols and their sins. Therefore they gradually began, and on the open hills, to practise their abominations again. Jeremiah 3:7; Jeremiah 3:10. Well did Isaiah say, why should ye be striken any more? Ye will revolt yet more and more. So it is with the old and hardened sinner, whom mercy and judgment have failed to reform. Let the righteous be sanctified by the thought, and cleave the closer to the Lord and to one another. 

35 Chapter 35 

Verses 1-27
2 Chronicles 35:3. Put the holy ark in the house. Perhaps in idolatrous times the ark had been removed: and as the copy of the law written by the hand of Moses had been concealed, we need wonder the less. However, Tremelius reads this text, “Put the holy things before the ark.”

2 Chronicles 35:21. I come not against thee. Pharaoh dissuaded Josiah from fighting, by alleging the command of his god to make haste against the Assyrians. Meanwhile the prophet Jeremiah had warned Josiah not to fight, and avowed that he spake from the mouth of the Lord. The four next short- reigning kings of Judah seemed to reign only to allow Jerusalem to fill up the measure of her sins.

REFLECTIONS.
Josiah was pious, firm, and exceedingly vigorous in his efforts to reform the land; and they were the last of political efforts. So great was his zeal that he almost dragged the degenerate priests and levites to their sacred duties. In this view he shines more illustrious than the other good kings of Judah, because the age in which he lived was more depraved. The efforts he made to revive the long neglected passover do great honour both to his head and his heart; and the multitude who came to partake of his bounty, and the bounty of the princes, was more than had attended since the days of Samuel. But what avails this vast parade, while the heart is attached to idols and to wickedness? In vain did the altars smoke, in vain did the music sound, and the scribes read. It was a feigned devotion. Jeremiah 7:10. The very priests who sprinkled the blood were some of them ready to lend a hand to erect idols, yea, perhaps a Venus in the house of God; and the very princes who now gave cattle were in their hearts resolved to erect altars to every god: 2 Chronicles 36:14. Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem. Hypocrisy is in thy heart, and the blood of the prophets is unwashed from thy streets. For this there is now no atonement but by the blood of thy children. Egypt and Babylon shall make thy country the theatre of war, and thou shalt be swallowed up in the vortex of divine visitation. And all the surrounding nations, marvelling at the peculiar severities of thy fall, shall be told that it was because thou didst forsake the God of thy fathers.—And here is a mirror for the christian church. We, as well as Judah, say Lord, Lord; but in works we deny him. We are supine and indifferent, like those levites about his service. We make light of the sacred ministry; we see nations punished and plundered in war, as Judah saw Samaria fall; and yet we take no warning. What then will be the issue.

This good king, having attained his thirty ninth year among a faithless people; and perhaps his early piety somewhat cooled by the character of the age, found himself drawn into a snare. Pharaoh-necho entered his country to fight the Babylonians on the Euphrates. If Josiah had let him pass, he must have broken his league with Nebuchadnezzar; therefore he resolved to give him battle; and alas, for Israel, he fell near Megiddo. But he fell bravely: he fell, not looking on while others fought, but disguised as commander of a chariot, he fell worthy of David, and worthy of his name in personal conflict. God took him from the evil to come. People of Israel, weep for Josiah. You have lost the best of kings; and the greater is your calamity, because you shall never be counted worthy of so great a loss again. Weep, people of Israel; and let Jeremiah suggest the language of your tears. He consulted not the prophet, but the prophet shall weep at once both for him, and for you. See Zechariah 12:11, where the prophet figures the mourning of future times by this mourning in Hadadrimmon. 

36 Chapter 36 

Verses 1-23
2 Chronicles 36:2-3. Jehoahaz—the king of Egypt put him down at Jerusalem. Necho summoned him to Riblah, put him in irons, and made his elder brother Eliakim king in his room, and changed his name to Jehoiakim, which signifies appointed of God. In the third year of this calamitous reign, Nebuchadnezzar having just ascended the throne, and completely driven Pharaoh-necho into Egypt, came to Jerusalem, and put Necho’s viceroy into irons to carry him to Babylon; but on his good professions of obedience, he restored him again to the throne. From this time are to be reckoned the seventy years of captivity; for the king of Babylon carried whatever he would, both of persons and treasures to his capital. Among the persons were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.

2 Chronicles 36:8. Jehoiakim, and his abominations. He burnt Jeremiah’s prophecies, and imprisoned him. This was a profane deed, and showed that he was infatuated to his own destruction. He rebelled against the king of Babylon, who coming with an army against him, not only put him to death, but threw his body over the wall of the city, that he might have, as Jeremiah had said, an ass’s funeral: Jeremiah 22:18-19; Jeremiah 36:30. The Seventy say, he was buried with his father in Ganoza, or Ganozan; probably, after awhile, his remains were interred with Uzziah.

2 Chronicles 36:9. Jehoiachin was eight years old when he began to reign. In 2 Kings 24:8, it is said that he was eighteen. The variation is reconciled by his beginning to reign in the eighth year of the captivity. This young prince, not pleasing his master, was dethroned when Nebuchadnezzar made his spring campaigns; and Zedekiah, who is said in the Septuagint to be his father’s brother, and consequently more likely to sway the sceptre, was put in his place. Ezekiel and Mordecai were now carried into captivity. Ezekiel 1:2; Ezekiel 40:1.

2 Chronicles 36:16. Misused his prophets; stoned them, as they did Zechariah and his brothers. They were “sawn asunder,” and put in prison, as were Micaiah, Jeremiah, and others.

2 Chronicles 36:21. Until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths. From the time of Jeroboam to the captivity was four hundred and ninety years, which included seventy sabbatical years, in which the Jews were forbidden to sow; yet the idolaters disregarded this law. See Ezekiel 20.

2 Chronicles 36:23. Charged me to build him a house. Daniel the prophet had now lived to be a hundred years of age, and was spared to show Cyrus the forty fourth and forty fifth chapters of his prophecies, in which both his name, and the particulars of the siege of Babylon were foretold two hundred years before. Parchments so ancient could not be forgeries.

REFLECTIONS.
Zedekiah, being now on the throne, and tributary to Babylon, went on with the princes and rulers of Judah in every kind of wickedness; and the priests were not better than the princes. In those calamitous times the good prophets, though unable to avert the impending destruction, sought to make it less. While Jeremiah was preaching, wrestling, and suffering in Jerusalem, Ezekiel was fulfilling his ministry in Babylon, or in the scattered districts where the people were placed. We must carefully read his prophecies to have an adequate idea of his diligence, and of the wickedness of the Jews. What a sight to behold an idol at the gate of the temple, as in Ezekiel 8:5; and the whole council immersed in gross idolatry. What a sight to see the whole twenty four courses of the priests turning their faces to the east to worship the sun. What a sight to see Jeremiah recognized as a prophet, and yet imprisoned a second time! Lord, it is time to strike! It is time to send on this guilty people a spirit of strong delusion, that they may suffer for their sins. And so the Lord did. It appears from Ezekiel 17:11, that although Zedekiah had sworn by JEHOVAH to serve Nebuchadnezzar; yet he relied on Egypt for help, and rebelled against his benefactor. This completed Judah’s ruin. This so exasperated the Babylonians, that on forcing the city and sanctuary, they slaughtered most of the people without respect either to age or sex. Neither the sucking child, nor the maiden, nor he that stoopeth for age, found mercy. They burnt the temple, and made the land desolate, that it might enjoy its sabbatical years. Zedekiah, with others, made his escape towards Jericho, Jeremiah 39:5, but was overtaken and brought with seventy two principal men to the king of Babylon in Riblah. Here Zedekiah saw the sad end of Israel’s apostasy. He saw his own sons, and seventy of his officers of state, slain before his eyes; he saw Jeremiah, and his patron Ebed-melech caressed; then his eyes were put out, and a languishing captivity was allowed him in Babylon,—we would hope for repentance. Now we are come to the sad issue of a faithless and an apostate nation, whom God has eminently raised up in his counsel, and set for the instruction of future ages. In this nation we see providence unfolded on a broad scale; and have a finished portrait of the way of heaven with offending man. It was the richest display of grace which chose Abraham from an idolatrous world, and made him so great a nation. Hence idolatry in his posterity must have been the greatest of crimes, and justly merited the punishment it received.

The special interference of heaven to deliver the Hebrews from Egypt, to give them the land of Canaan, and to deliver them so often by miraculous victories, shows the peculiar and promised care of God over this ungrateful and backsliding nation.

We are here expressly called to notice the paternal efforts which God made to reclaim this nation, by prophets in every age, from idolatry and vice. Look at Gideon, Samson, Jephthah, Barak, Samuel, David, Elijah, and all the prophets, and say, what could God have done for his vineyard that he had not done. Observe in the next place, when the depravity of the people, and the borrowed manners of the gentiles, proved too strong for the prophets, how slow the Lord still was to strike. What reprieves did he not grant, and on reformations which were but superficial or temporary. Surely we may here say of JEHOVAH, as is his majesty so is his mercy. Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? He retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy.

When God could not be glorified in his mercy, and when the most arduous conflicts of his prophets failed of effect, he was glorified in his justice. He brought upon Israel all the curses of the covenant, and all the threatenings of his prophets, as all Israel were obliged to acknowledge in the day of their captivity. Daniel 9:6.

Lastly, in the preservation of Daniel and his colleagues; of Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Ebed-melech, and others, we see that it shall be well with the righteous at the worst of times. Now all this was done, not only for the correction of the Jews, but also for the instruction of the christian church, as is often illustrated in the new testament. Learn then, oh my soul, to look on and profit. Read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest, the sacred history of grace over a people punished for apostasy; for on the same principle, God still governs both the world and the church. Let Rome, Christian Rome, especially learn, that by worshipping saints and martyrs, she repeats the sins of the ancient Israelites; she ascribes omnipresence to mere creatures, and provokes the Lord to anger; and because the blood of his saints is found in her skirts, she must expect to drink of the wine of the wrath of God. Shun then, shun christian people, shun that house where angels are addressed, and where a crucifix is adored. That crucifix is not the Lord of glory, but the bones of a dead horse, sawn and filed to the figure of a man. It degrades the Lord: it localises his divinity: it is an abomination to the omnipresent God of heaven.—Let us shun, in like manner, every error and every vice, and especially contempt of the prophets or ministers of God, which brought judgment to the uttermost on a nation once the chosen of God. Lord help us so to do. 

